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Jon's E-Newsletter Spring 2026 

    

Dear Constituent, 

 

As your local Councillor and a member of the Don Valley East community, I value 

opportunities to connect with area residents.  

 

In this issue of my E-Newsletter, we'll dive into a few key updates: the 2026 Budget, 

my Canadian Flag Motion, and several upcoming community events. I'm also 

looking forward to co-hosting an event with Councillor Matlow regarding the 

Ontario Science Centre. 



 

 

As always, if you would like to speak to me directly, you may email my office 

at Councillor_Burnside@toronto.ca or call 416-397-9256.  

 

 

Councillor Jon Burnside 

Ward 16 - Don Valley East 
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Budget 2026  
 

 

This year’s budget from Mayor Chow, which held the total property tax increase 

to 2.2% (the rate of inflation), came as a welcome relief to many — myself 

included. After the previous two budgets resulted in a combined 16.4% 

increase, well above inflation, many Toronto taxpayers were understandably 

fatigued. It’s also worth noting that while Mayor Tory’s budgets were described 

as “at the rate of inflation,” they consistently added an extra 1.5% through the 

City Building Fund. 

 

At first glance, this election-year budget appears encouraging. However, I worry 

the underlying reality is less reassuring. One of the key strategies used to keep 

the increase at 2.2% was a heavy reliance on reserve funds — funds intended 

to help the City respond to unforeseen circumstances. Instead, they were 

drawn down significantly despite no immediate emergency. The CFO of the 

TTC even acknowledged to me that they were instructed to reduce their 

reserves as much as possible. That is a strategy you can only use once. 

 

Now that an unforeseen circumstance has emerged — sharply higher gas 

prices — the consequences are clear. The City must now find an additional 

$710,000 for every 1-cent-per-litre increase in gas prices over a year. If prices 

remain 50 cents per litre higher, that amounts to roughly $35 million. 

 

While Mayor Chow has made strong investments in emergency services, 

including the 911 call centre, some other choices raise concerns. Much 

attention has been given to the number of potholes filled this year, but that 

focus misses the larger issue. Filling potholes is essentially applying a 



 

band-aid; healthy roads in good repair don’t develop potholes in the first place. 

In the year before the mayor took office, the City allocated $311 million 

(inflation-adjusted) to the state of good repair. Since then, the average annual 

allocation has been only $284 million — a reduction of $27 million per year. If 

the road state-of-good-repair budget had kept pace with property tax increases, 

it would now be approximately $350 million annually. 

 

Hopefully, next year’s budget will get us “back on track,” as originally promised.  
 

 

Canadian Flag Motion 
 

 

With growing concerns about threats to our economy and even our sovereignty, 

along with a renewed focus on patriotism through initiatives like “Buy Canadian” 

and the “Elbows Up” campaign, I felt it was the right moment for council to 

re-examine our flag-raising policy. 

 

But the issue goes deeper than that. A flag should be a symbol that brings 

people together, not a flashpoint for division. Too often, I’ve looked out my 

office window to see officers in riot gear lining Bay Street in anticipation of 

certain flag-raising events. That is not what City Hall should represent. 

 

City Hall ought to be a place that unites us. Hosting events that fracture our 

community is simply not acceptable. The world is complex, and so is its history. 

Municipal leaders should not be put in the position of choosing sides in 

international conflicts. What we all share—regardless of where we came from—

is the decision to make Canada our home. 

 



 

At the late-March council meeting, I introduced a motion to end the practice of 

flying other nations’ flags at City Hall, effective December 1, 2026. The motion 

passed 17–9 with the support of Mayor Chow. Notably, the City of Mississauga 

adopted a similar policy shortly afterward. 

 

Since then, I’ve been encouraged by the many residents who have stopped me 

on the street, called, or emailed to express their support.  
 

 

Youth Academy  
 

 

For those who may not yet know Superintendent Donovan Locke, the unit 

commander of 33 Division, you’re missing out on an exceptional leader. 33 

Division covers all of Ward 16, with the exception of residents living south of 

Eglinton Avenue. 

 

Superintendent Locke is a true problem solver. 

 

Two years ago, he introduced the community hub model at Fairview Mall and 

later at the Shops at Don Mills. Neighbourhood officers are now stationed at 

these hubs alongside community partners who provide non-policing supports, 

creating opportunities for officers to build meaningful relationships with local 

residents. These hubs have seen a dramatic reduction in criminal activity, and 

community members consistently report feeling safer. Other divisions—and 

even other police services—are now adopting this approach. 

 

Both Toronto Police and Toronto Fire have long faced challenges in attracting 

marginalized youth to their services. At the same time, many young people 



 

from marginalized communities have felt that careers in policing or firefighting 

were out of reach. Yet nothing brings people together more than serving their 

community. 

 

While TPS offers unpaid internships, many marginalized youth simply cannot 

afford to give up paid summer work. That’s why the 33 Division Summer Youth 

Academy at Seneca Polytechnic is such an important step forward. This 

innovative eight-week pilot program will introduce 40 youth to policing and 

firefighting while providing them with paid employment. Participants will even 

earn a micro-credit upon successful completion. 

 

I’m thrilled to be part of this initiative and want to extend my thanks to Mayor 

Chow and Budget Chief Carroll for their support, as well as to all of our 

partners—including Cadillac Fairview and the police and fire unions—whose 

contributions have made this program possible.  
 

 

Flemingdon Fire Hall 
 

 

While police 911 response times often receive significant attention, fire service 

response times are equally critical to public safety. Because the number of 

firefighters is determined by population, the primary factor influencing response 

times is the location of fire halls. As traffic congestion continues to worsen, 

strategic fire hall placement has become increasingly important. 

 

Toronto Fire Services aims to achieve a total response time of six minutes and 

twenty-four seconds or less, 90 percent of the time. Although most of Ward 16 

meets this standard, Flemingdon Park does not. In fact, Flemingdon Park—



 

along with Thorncliffe Park—experiences some of the poorest fire service 

response times in the city. 

 

To address this unacceptable situation, City Council approved funding for a 

new fire hall in Flemingdon Park. Unfortunately, the limited availability of 

suitable land means the facility must be located within the parking lot of the 

Angela James Arena. As a result, eight parking spaces and two of the arena’s 

four tennis courts will be removed. 

 

To mitigate these impacts, the City is entering into an agreement to build a 

multi-sport court on the adjacent St. John XXIII school property. We are also 

looking for locations for the much-requested volleyball courts. 

 

Let construction begin!  
 

 

Quick Notes  
 

 

 

 Grenoble Tunnel Lighting Project Installation: Spring/Summer 2026. 

 July 14, Flemingdon Town Hall: A presentation on the new fire hall 

and pickleball. 

 10 Deerlick Ct. Traffic Lights: Still on track for Fall 2026. 

 Mallow Park Lights: 7-8 lights to be installed late Fall 2026. 

 Don Valley Station: Fully accessible with both escalator and elevator 

access. 

 Civitan Arena: I am pleased to report that we have secured one more 

season (Winter 2026/ Spring 2027) for the Arena. 

 



 

PARKS  

 

 

 

Splashpads - Coming Soon 
 

 

 

Dr. Daniel Hill Park New Splashpad 

 

Construction Start: Fall 2026 

Construction Complete: Early 2027 

 

Includes a new splashpad, pathway improvements, and a seating area.  
 



  

 

Concept Plan  
 

 

Ferrand Drive Park Playground Improvements & New Splashpad 

 

Construction Start: Summer 2026 

Construction Complete: Fall 2027 

 

Originally, it was planned to include a new splashpad and playground 

equipment for ages five to twelve, an accessible pathway to the playground 

area, and seating improvements. We have increased the scope to include a 

spiral slide, drinking fountain, and a rubberised surface.  
 



  

 

Splashpad and Playground Option A  
 

 

Wigmore Park Playground Improvements & New Splashpad 

 

Construction Start: Late-Spring 2026 

Construction Complete: Late-Fall 2026  
 



  

 

Existing Site Condition  
 

 

Fenside Park Playground Project  
 

 

 

I have been working with Parks staff to deliver this project earlier than originally 

planned. 

  

I am pleased to share that community consultation will start in 2026, with 

construction in 2027.  
 

 

Graydon Hall Park Outdoor Amenity Improvement  
 

 



 

Construction Start: Fall 2026 

Construction Complete: Winter 2026 

 

The scope of the project is to complete State-of-Good Repair on existing tennis 

courts and to create two (2) dedicated pickleball courts featuring new asphalt.  
 

 

Bartley Park Expansion  
 

 

Construction Complete: Summer 2026 

 

New junior and senior playground areas, including a rubber surface. 

  



 

 

Photos of playground rendering & Bartley Park design layout  
 

 

Rowena Park Playground Improvements  
 

 

 

Construction Start: Fall 2026 

 

New playground equipment for ages five to twelve, rubber surfacing, and a new 

basketball court.  
 

 

Sandover Park Play Enhancement  
 

 



 

Construction Start: Fall 2026 

Construction Complete: Winter 2027 

 

The scope of the project was expanded to include adult fitness equipment.  
 

 

40 Moccasin Tr. & 50 Greenbelt Dr. Development Update 
 

 

 

As many nearby residents are aware, the derelict and mostly abandoned 
buildings at 40 Moccasin Tr./50 Greenbelt Dr. fell into receivership over a year 
ago and have since been purchased. 

Much of the property was an eyesore and worse. 

The new owners plan to start construction this Summer/Fall in accordance with 
the original 2017 OMB-approved plans for a 4-storey (West Block 40 Moccasin 
Trail) with 100 units and an 8-storey (East Block (50-60 Green Belt Drive) with 
194 units. 
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Your feedback is important, so please remember that you can always contact me 

directly by email or by phone 416-397-9256. Let me know if there are any items that 

you would like to see included on the website or in our email newsletter.  And, if 

there are any community events you would like me to attend, please contact my 

office. 
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