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HIDDEN GEM

Even though I’'ve lived in Ward 16 for 20 years, I’'m still always on the lookout for hidden gems — those amazing
local businesses that aren’t immediately obvious because they’re tucked away or hiding in plain sight. Last year, |
shared a few of them in my summer e-newsletter; the feedback was fantastic and | even received some great new
suggestions. So, this year, | decided to put together a printed version.

| hope you get to experience some of these gems — please share any of your own favourites, as I’d love to include
them in future Hidden Gems editions.

York Veterinary Hospital

Ever since my dogs’ vet was bought out by a large conglomerate, I’'ve been on the
lookout for a local, family owned practice that still offers genuine, personal care.
York Veterinary Hospital on Don Mills Rd. is exactly that. Owned and operated by
Dr. Peiman Hojjati, this state-of-the-art clinic makes you feel welcome the moment
you walk through the door.

What | appreciate most about Dr. Hojjati is the time he takes to truly understand your
pet’s needs and explain everything clearly. You never feel rushed or upsold. His team
follows up with a phone call afterward to make sure your pet is doing well — the kind
of customer service that used to be standard but is now hard to find.

I can’t recommend York Veterinary Hospital highly enough. Stop by, say hello, and
I’m sure they’ll be happy to give you a quick tour. Your pet will be in great hands.

ﬂr 1300 Don Mills Rd #100, (647) 748-9060

Petros82

Who knew Ward 16 had its own hotspot? Petros82 attracts diners from across the
GTA with its inspired cuisine and lively atmosphere. Their signature dish — Petros
Octopadi Skaras — is outstanding, although everything on the menu hits the mark.
Petros82 has become my favourite Greek restaurant and you’ll find it conveniently
located in the heart of the ward on the Crowne Plaza hotel property (formerly the
Pan Pacific).

If you’re looking to add a little extra fun to your night out, swing by on a Friday.
. There’s music, dancing, and even plate smashing — something for everyone and a
guaranteed good time. If you order fresh fish — be prepared for the kiss!

It’s wise to call ahead for reservations.

T 900 York Mills Rd, (416) 488-3234

_ Although home break-ins and vehicle thefts are down from last year, they remain
5 E C U F much higher than they were five years ago — and Ward 16 residents are
understandably concerned. People often ask what they can do to help protect
themselves and their neighbours, especially knowing the police can’t be everywhere
at once.

Empowering Safer Communities

That’s where Ward 16 resident and SecurUs founder Yasmine Kara comes in. Yasmine
created a safety network that provides real-time alerts, crime trends, practical
incident-related solutions, and neighbourhood connections to strengthen your
personal safety circle. There’s even a section featuring vetted security products,
including window security film suppliers. It’s a remarkably well-designed and

.. thoughtful service.

Basic membership is free, so it’s worth checking out!

? www.mysecurus.ca (416) 566-3825
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https://www.mysecurus.ca/

Baretto Caffe

Featured in last year’s Hidden Gems e-news, | think Baretto Caffe still holds the title for the best
latte and cappuccino. Tucked inside the Alpha Medical building, it’s a perfect place for a quiet
conversation or a peaceful break in the day.

If you’re feeling hungry, the flatbread and the pistachio croissant are both excellent choices. And
don’t forget to say hello to Manuel, the owner — he’s always welcoming and adds to the café’s
friendly atmosphere.

? 1262 Don Mills Rd. Unit 106, (416) 385-0003

New Circles

9‘ New Circles is a wonderful charity that supports so many residents in Ward 16 and across
N ew C i r.c , Toronto. Unlike most organizations, all clothing is provided completely free, and New Circles
es doesn’t receive any government funding. That means donations — both monetary and clothing

CLOTHING + CONNECTION - COM .
SMMUNITY — are essential.

Men'’s clothing is especially needed, since we’re apparently notorious for wearing things until
they fall apart and avoiding closet cleanouts. So, this is the perfect excuse for a spring purge,
and you’ll probably make your partner very happy in the process.

New Circles does incredible work and is worthy of our support.

? 44 Mobile Dr, (416) 422-2591

Sweetway Cafe

Although I love to cook, | rarely have time to make my own lunch — and | can never decide
what to buy. Most days, all | want is a simple, fresh sandwich like the ones my mom used to
make. Easier said than done ... or at least it used to be.

Thanks to a tip from Don Mills residents Norm and Marian Childerhose, | discovered Sweetway
Café on the Donway and now have a go to lunch spot worth sharing. Their sandwiches are
incredibly fresh, generously made, and shockingly, most are under $10 — practically unheard
of these days.

When you stop by, make sure to say hello to Bijan, the owner.

$ 170 The Donway W, (416) 850-8608

Jatujak

a Ever since | first tried a red curry dish called Panang in Oakville, I've been searching for
T il il N 4 something just as good here in Ward 16. Thanks to my good friend MPP Adil Shamiji, the ten

i ; pH | year quest is finally over! Jatujak Thai Restaurant, nestled away in a strip mall on Victoria Park
near Sloane, is an absolute gem. | also ordered the pad thai - easily one of the best I’'ve had.

Jatujak also has a location in Scarborough, which caught the attention of Prime Minister

Carney. Luckily, my visit to the Ward 16 spot didn’t generate the same level of buzz, so you
won’t be stuck in a long line. Plan a visit!

? 1744 Victoria Park Ave, (647) 352-1744

Hamaru Sushi

Located in a small strip mall on Leslie St. just north of York Mills, you’ve probably driven past
Hamaru a hundred times without even realizing it was there. The sushi is truly next level — but
the prices aren’t, which is exactly how I like it. | love going for lunch, and while | often order the
Bento box, you really can’t go wrong with anything on the menu.

If you enjoy Japanese food, this place is a must try. You won’t be disappointed.

? 1865 Leslie St, (647) 352-1744

The Queen Seafood Cuisine

It took more than two years for Queen Seafood to transform the old Mongolian Grill space on
Don Mills Rd., and honestly, if an old boss hadn’t convinced me to give it a try, | might have
skipped it altogether. I'm very glad | didn’t.

As a big dim sum fan, I’'ve always found it frustrating to trek downtown or up to Highway 7 just
to get a great meal. Thankfully, those days are over. Queen Seafood delivers the kind of dim
sum that makes the trip unnecessary — fresh, flavourful, and truly well done.

If you love dim sum, look no further. Queen Seafood is absolutely a keeper.

? 900 Don Mills Rd, (416) 900-7668
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